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Supperters of Congress Party chaer their lnader Rabu| Gandhi as be leaves the pasty hoasdeumsriers after addoessing o press canference in Mew Dol an Tuesday. &

term, but wings clipped

LARGEST DEMOCRACY

Modi set for a record third

L

#

® Revival on cards as Indias Congress Party springs surprise
® Sikh separatist and kashmir leader elected from jail

Rewtars, AFP MNow Deh

Indian Frime Minister
Narendra Modi looked

sel on Tuesday (o retain
power at the head of a
ruling coalition, but with a
vaslly diminished majority
in a rare electoral sethack.

Modis ruling Bharativa Janata
Farty lost its own majority in
parliament for the Arst time in
A decade amd is dependent on
its pegional allles 1o get past the
hall-way mark required o run
the sworkd’s largest democracy,

The outocome spooked inves-
biars, wialh slocks [alling stesply
as cmerging results showed that
Modi would. for the Arst time since
sweeping to power in 2004, depend
on at least three disparate reglonal
partes wikee padifacal
have wavered over the vears

This, analysts say, could intro
duce some uncertainty into
podicymaking after a decade in
whiich Maodi has meled with an
authoriative hold

The hlue-chip NIFTY 50 sank

boyallies

a9 percent and the 5&PF HSE
Sensex  tumbled 57 percent
posting their steepest decline on
an tlection outcome day =since
004, when a BIP-led coalltion
oSt peonadeer,

The mupee also fell sharply
arainst the dollar and benchmark
bond yvields were up.

Markets had soared on Monday
aller el polls on June | projected
Modi and BIF would register
a big victory, and the mling
Matiomal Democratic  Alliance
was seen Eeitineg a4 two-thids
mapIrily and more,

TV channels showed the NDA
was alwead in about 280 of the 543
eleclive seals In the lower hotise
of parliament. where 272 15 an
overall majority, with counting
nearing its end.

They showed BIP accoumited for
aroarned 240 af the seats in which
the NDA was leadimg, comparesd
with the 3053 1t won in 2009,

The BiIPMs numbers were
likely pulled down by the
PAFTY'S  [aeif "I'l“"-"“'Jl im the
country s most populous state,
1ttar Pradesh, which also sends

=20 lawmakers to parliament.

The party was leading In 33 sexts
in the state, down [rom the 62 |
wan there in 2009, with analysts
saying bread-and-butter  issues
had overshadowed the RIS
appecal to the Hindu majonty

A grand temple to Hinduo
pred-king Lord Ham that Maodi
iralgurated in January hib] ot
Boosted the BIPS lortines axs 1l
wis expected Lo, they said

[he opposition INDILA alliance
led by Rahul Gandhis centrist
Party,
in over 230 seats, higher than
expeched,

Comgress alone was leading in
mearly W seals, alinost douksle
the 52 it won in 20019 - a surprisc
jump that is expected o boost
Cranicdhi's standing,

Gandhl said Congress woanld
haldd
Wednesday and decide on the
future course of acton, when
asled if the opposition would try
o form a government,

Meanwinde, an Inchan Sgh
separatist and a staunch opponent
of Modi from dispaied Kashmir

CoOngress was  leading

lalles with s alli= on

were both =et to be elecied
wmsakers froan el bars.

Firetirtandl preacher Amritpal
Singh, 31, a Sikh separatist leader
arrested last year after a month-
ong pobce manhunt m Punjab
state, defeated 26 other candi-
dates including 17 independents
in Khadoor Sahib constituency,

Singh PR
calling  Ior a Sseparate  Sikh
homeland known as Khalistan,
the strugele for which sparked
deadly violence in Inddia in the
120 and [0S0

Anolher jaiked leader, Shelkh
Abdul Hashid a former state
lerisdator  in Indian-sdminis-
tered Kashmir, won a seat in the
chsputed Himalayvan regon by
mare than 200,000 voles.

He defeated Omar Abdullah,
a former chiel minister of the
[ Hgpsliind

"I dont belpeve his victory will
hasten his release from prison
nor will the people of North
Rashimir get the representation
they have a right to” Abdullah
said as he conceded defeat, in a
prost on sockal redia.
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